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Synopsis

Perfect for fans of C. Alexander London’s The Wild Ones,A and Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of
NIMH.The question in thisA first volume is resoundingly clear: What can the peace-loving mice of
Redwall Abbey do to defend themselves against Cluny the Scourge and his battle-seasoned army
of rats? If only they had the sword of Martin the Warrior, they might have a chance. But the
legendary weapon has long been forgotten-except, that is, by the bumbling young apprentice
Matthias, who becomes the unlikeliest of heroes. Teeming with riddles, humor, unforgettable
characters, and high-bounding adventure, the original Redwall, the launching point for a series that
has captured the world’s attention, features seven full-color illustrations by renowned illustrator Troy

Howell. This new paperback edition is a must-have for both longtime fans and first-time readers.
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Customer Reviews

Brian Jacques’ "Redwall" series, starring hero Matthias mouse, has made him a renowned
children’s story-teller. "Redwall" is the book that started it all, and introduces us to Redwall Abbey,
where the Abbot is in charge of a peace-loving community of mice, who are eager to do good to all
men...errr...animals. Yes, there are no humans in this fantasy world of furry friends and foes - only
animals: mice, sparrows, badgers, squirrels, and of course evil rats, stoats, ferrets, foxes, and
snakes - each with its own unique characteristics and contribution to make to this fantasy
world.Conflict arises when Redwall Abbey is threatened by the notorious Cluny the Scourge, an evil
one-eyed rat, with his band of equally nasty critters who want to claim Redwall as their own. The

Redwall creatures need to resort to desperate measures to defend their territory, but ultimately it is



the Matthias mouse who comes to the rescue, after discovering the famous sword of his hero,
Martin the Warrior, and emulating his feats.Certainly there are weaknesses. Despite the clearly
religious setting of the Abbey, it never becomes clear what kind of religion this is, and it never really
functions in the story-line. There is a great deal of hellish imagery used in connection with Cluny’s
evil army, where rats "look like the devil himself", use expletives such as "by Satan’s whiskers" and
"by the claws of hell thunder", and join the devil in hell when they die. Perhaps Jacques is borrowing
Christianity as a traditional image of the powers of heaven over against the powers of hell, to

underline the struggle between good and evil. Matthias mouse also has his flaws.
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